January 5, 1989 LB 81-160
LR 1-2

being here and thank you for your services. We alsoc have guests
of Senator Red Johnson under the north balcony. We have Omer
Troester of Hampton, Nebraska. With him is an exchange student,
Alberto Porras of Costa Rica. Would you gentlemen please stand
up and be recognized. Thank you for being here. We also have,
over under the south balcony, a former member of this
Legislature, Senator Tom Fitzgerald, would you please stand up

and wave your hand. Thank you. Please welcome Senator
Fitzgerald back. Thank you, Tommy. Mr. Clerk, back to the
reading.

CLERK: (Read LB 81-98 by title of the first time. See

pages 61-67 of the Legislative Journal.)

PRESIDENT: We'll stand at ease for some 15 minutes or half an
hour while we get some of the work caught up up here in front.
So be at ease, please, for a while. Thank you.

EASE

CLERK: Meeting of the Health Committee, under the north
balcony, right now. Health Committee, north balcony right now.

SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BAPRETT: Additional bill introductions, Mr. Clerk.
ASSISTANT CLERK: (Read LB 99-150 by title for the first time.
See pages 67-76 of the Legislative Journal.) That's all I have

at this time, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: More bill introductions, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: (Read LB 151-160 by title for the first tise. See
pages 76~79 of the Legislative Journal.) Mr. Picsident, in
addition to those new bills I have new resolutions. (Read

LR 1-2 for the first time. See pages 79-81 of the Legislative
Journal.)

Mr. President, in addition to those items I have a series of
announcements. Mr. President, there will be a meeting of the
Executive Board today -t three-fifteen for purposes of
referencing. Executive Board, three-fifteen for referencing.

Mx. President, Senator Rod Johnson would like to have a meeting
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February 23, 1989 LB 114, 129, 183A, 221, 342, 357, 545
577, 640, 695
LR 37

General File with amencments, LB 577 General File with
amendments, those signed by Senator Landis as Chair. (See
pages 848-49 of the Legislative Journal.)

Government, Military and Veterans Affairs reports LB 545 to
General File with amendments, LB 640 General File with
amendments, those signed by Senator Baack as Chair.
Transportation Committee reports LB 129 to General File, LB 695
to General File, those signed by Senator Lamb as Chair. (See
pages 853-55 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, I have a report and a motion by the
Appropriations Committee regarding the Nebraska Energy
Settlement Fund. That report is filed pursuant to statute.

Mr. President, your Enrolling Clerk has presented to the
Governor bills read on Final Reading this morning as of
10:00 a.m. (Re: LB 342, LB 114, LB 221.)

A new A bill, LB 183A by Senator Baack. (Read for the first
time by title.) A new resolution, LR 37 by Senator Korshoj.
(Read brief explanation.) That will be laid over,

Mr. President. (See pages 857-58 of the Legislative Journal.)
That is all that I have at this time, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Mr. Clerk, proceed to General File, LB 357.

CLERK: LB 357, Mr. President, introduced by Senators Nelson,
Smith, Schellpeper, Coordsen. (Read title.) The bill was
introduced on January 1., referred to the Education Committee.
The bill was advanced to General File, Mr. President. The
Legislature c¢n February 8 considered the bill. At that time
committee amendments were adopted. There was an amendment to
the bill by Senator Nelson. That was adopted. Mr. President,
Senator Withem then bracketed the motion until February 22. I
do have amendments pending, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Nelson, I wonder if perhaps we could
go to you first for a very short refresher on the bill to bring
us up to speed. Wculd you do that, please?

SENATOR NELSON: Thank you. I would be pleased to do so. As it
was noted, LB 357 was bracketed when it was brought to us about
a week ago, and we finally, I guess, got to it today. There
were two main concerns. Actually, first, I will start and tell
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January 16, 1990 LB 129, 240

have the body's attention just very briefly,

PRESIDENT: Just a nmonent, Senator Hall. (Gavel.) Could we
pl ease have your attention. Senator Hall has somethi'ng o say
to you.

SENATOR HALL: Highly unusual, but,.. M. President, nenbers,
LB 240 was a bill that was passed last year. Tne contents o
LB 240 was anended into another bill that dealt w th handi cappe
parking permits. It was a bill, | think, that Senator Wesely
carried. So the contents of the pijj| was passed last year .
LB 240 is abill that'ssitting on Select File. Apdl have an
anendnent that would gut the bill" and place gnother bill into
LB 240. Sol have a notion tosyspend the germaneness rule and
offer the anmendment. The amendnent would be the bill that was

before the Transportation conmttee, LB 129, which deals with
the issue of a statewide dual party relay systemfor the hearing
and speech impaired. It is a very inportant issue. It's a very
i nportant issue, not only in Nebraska but pationwide. And ]
would ask the body's sypport in suspending the rules gg that
this bill could basically be_ di scussed at this L-m and be
presented to the full Legislature in theformof é 540. Now
ClearlythiSiSthefirSt time it's happened in the Session‘_
There are thqse who may not \Nant to support this neasure C|ear|y
on the basis of the parliamentary procedure. the fact that
LB 129 had no opponents, was given, | think, a wvery. thorough
hearing in Transportation by Senator Lamb and the co ttee, hgd
much support, and | think is very much needed and very timely.
Currently, before both the Senate gnd the House in Washington
there are proposals to mandate these relay systems. Andthat
mandate wil | be done by indivxdual t el ephone con'panies unless

Ehe. state has already put this systeminto place on a statew de
asis.

PRESIDENT: Senator Hall, may| interrupt? cCould we please have
your attention. There is a lot of noise. And, for those who
wish to listen, please let's hold it down. Senator Hall

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, Mr. President. Theissue is one of
doing it in a very tinmely manner, doing it ina yery efficient
manner by putting the relay systeminto place across the state.
Instead of having the nodgepodge, m smatched eration her
each individual tel ephonegc%npgny woul d be reunlped, by fe\geraF

mandate, to have this relgy system if we are to pass the
con=ents of 129, have it i'n place prior tg the federal
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legislation that will go into effect, it's been passed gyt of

both houses of Congress, we will have a systemthat is very nuch
on-line, very efficient,yery cost-effective to the peopi e who
are out there trying to use it. LB 129 has a number of

supporters wlo are here today, out in the Rotunda, folks from
both the Public Service Conmmission and the commission for t he

Hear i ng | npal red who would be I thi nk very happy to See your
support for this neasure. |[|t's unfortunate that 129 will be
able to probably work its way through the system |fwe do not
suspend the rules, we won't very likely, uynless the Speaker
shoul d special order it, be able to get to this issue yet this

year and have thesystemon-line in tinme to add the statew de

systemin place prior to passage of the federal |egislation. So
I woul d hopefully, very earnestly ask the body for your ort
to suspend the rules and place LB 129 before us in the P

an amendnment to LB 240. Thank you, M. President.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. The question before us, of course, is

the suspension of the rules. Senator Lambon the suspension of
the rules.

SENATOR LAMB: Well, M. President and nmenbers, gzs Senator Hal |
mentioned LB 129, which wll be adopted into this bill, is a
bill that was advanced by the Transportation Conmittee. And
LB 240, the original 240 wasamended into another bill. ggwe
have this vehicle here which Senator HaII would use g advance
LB129 and of course, get jt ahead of where it would be
otherwise. I have no ObjeCtIOI"IS to the b| II LB 129, 44t was
advanced from the committee, | support the bill. The only
question | think is whether or pot you. want to adopt this
procedure of advancing this bill, in this manner, ghead of some
other bills that might logically comebefore it . So wi |l
support the bill, | may not take part in the suspension process

but that certainly is your decision.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Hall, would you like to close on
the suspension.

SENATOR HALL: Just to say, . Speaker, | appreciate Senator
Lamb's comments and the work that the Transportation Committee

has put into this for the last couple of years. This amendnent
has been filed on LB 240 since last year, so it is not something
that was brought to the Clerk's desk this norning. an
i mportant issue. | would urge the body's support to suspenét
rule.
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PRESIDENT: Thank you. The question is the suspension of the
rules. All those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Requires 30
votes. W're voting on the suspension of t¥1e rules. Record,

Nr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: 30 ayes, 2 nays, Nr. President, on the suspension of the
germaneness rule.

PRESIDENT: The rules are suspended. Now we're back to the
bill . Senator Hall.

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, Nr. President, penbers. | appreciate
t hat | ast vote. | would ask you jf vou woul d pl ease, the
amendnent that you have before you is LEY 129 If you would open

your bill books to that bill, probably the best explanation that
I can give is to ask you to |gok at the explanatjon from
conmittee counsel for the Transportation Committee and also phe
fiscal note that accompanies the bill. |t explains the dual
party relay systemand how 't would operate. Qurrently in
Nebraska there are two systems that are in place. The City of
Omaha and the City of Lincoln have this systemthat allows those
folks who are hearing inpaired or speech impaired to basically
call in, wuse a device that is known as a TDD device, that I
happen to have here, and what they do is they place their phone
cradle into this machine. And then the machine will just print
out what the nessage is so those individuals who cannot hear
cannot speak in a manner that is audible for other individuals
can just read what the nessage is. And it's unique, it i
what...l think the things that we talk about technol ogy shou?d
be'doing and allow folks wh have a handicap to basically
function no different than you and |. W often tines take fnr
grarted the sinple operation of a telephone and forget that
Al exander  Graham Bel |, when he was inventing the machine, was
doing it as a way to help those who were hearing inpaired. The
tel ephone i ndustry is very supportive of the neasure. A relay
SyStemlS one t hat has, I thi nk, Current|y in p| ace i n about 16
states. And, as | mentioned in my  opening in the rule
suspension, is currently in the process of comng down some
mandate from the federal government in the discrimnation bill
that cane out of the Senate and the House, sothat it is just a
matter of time before these relay systems will be required to be
in place. By doing it on a statewide basis | think we
acconplish a nunmber of things. ppst inmportantly is we have a
uniform system across thestate that provides 24-hour service,
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SENATOR HABERMAN: And that money would go to the telephone
companies.

SENATOR HALL: They would be collected by the telephone company.
SENATOR HABERMAN: And is the money for the new commission and

for the new rent and for the new office buildings and so and so
forth, that would bz paid out of what fund?

ZENATOR HALL: The cost for the entire system would be paid out
c¢f the access charge that would be on. So in other words, the
three hundred odd thousand dollars that the four cents would
raise, Senator Haberman, would cover the cost of the system.
That is including all those things that you just named.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Then all costs to LB 129 will be paid for out
of the present four cents access line charge which cculd go to
ten cents.

SENATOR HALL: That is correct.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Is there any limit as to when the telephone
companies or whoever could raise it to ten cents?

PRESIDENT: One mirwute.

SENATOR HALL: It would be at the, again, discretion of the
Public Service Commission and it would be reviewed on an annual
hasis.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Would it not be from this new commission that
is being started?

SENATOR HALL: No.

SENATOR HABERMAN: The advisory commission?

SENATOR HALL: No.

SENATOR HABERMAN: What is their role geing to be?

SENATOR HALL: Their role will be to wecrk with the hearing

impaired community, those individuals, to establish, help
establish the system and make sure that it is up, operating and
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available to those individuals is ridiculous, so ny efforts
working with the industry are to try to get the industry to
basically ante up the cost of the devices so t%at they then ¢an
be distributed by this conmm ssion that Senator Haberman tal ked
about and the Conmission for the Hearing Inpaired so | yant to
see themto continue to phyy in to a greater extent in this
program you' re absolutely right +that they could very well

absorb the cost thenselves. This is a strdightforward approach
on nmy part in terms of paying for it as we go, but that probably
is the policy question and you, as always, have touched on it
wi t hout too nmuch naneuveri ng.

SENATOR SCHMI T: Thank you, Senator Hall. | \would just like to
add that | do not see anobng the proponents any menbers of the
i ndustry. ..

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: ...l would have hoped they would be there in
full force and about four abreast and ten deep promoting this
i ndustry or this idea. | see that M. Osland, Nebraska

Tel ephone Association, is neutral on it, but I would just pope
that members of this bOdy who were SO adan‘ant|y concerned with

the benefits of telephone deregulation w Il find that those
benefits do not necessarily trickle down to the people whom
Senator Hall is attenpting to serve here and that when they do

become available to those individuals, it alnmpst has to be by
| egislat ive mandate. So | guess|'m g |ittle bit surprised,

i
Senator Hall, that the industry is willing to allow | egislative
encroachment in this area after having fought so valiantly 5,4
I might add, well, just valiantly, I'Il let it go at that, Po'r

deregul ation. But let this be a Iesson to all of us that when a
real needis discovered out there and a service has been

determned to be |acking, then once again this body will act in
the role that the Public Service Conni ssion acted for . man

years and if this body does not do so, then that need is n%t
going to be net. That's the end of y editorial for today.

Thank you very much.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Hall, would you like to close on
your anmendnent, please?

SENATOR HALL: Just , Mr. President, menbers, | would urge the
body to adopt I.B 129 into the current LB 240. Tpank you.
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PRESI DENT: The question is the adoption of the Hall gmendment.
Al'l in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: 27 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of Senator
Eal | 's anmendnent.

PRESI DENT: The Hal |l anendment is adopted. Senator Hall

CLERK: M. President, Senator Hall would move to amend his
bill. Senator | believethis is your date change anmendnent.
(Hal | amendment appears on page 338 of the Legislative Journal.)

PRESI DENT: Senator Hall, please.

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, M. President, mepbers, now that we
have amended LB 240 we have to change the dates that were in the
original  LB129. W strike October 1, 1989 and ,nsert
January 1, 1991 for the effective date throughout the bill.

al so add the | anguage that the proceeds fromthe gsyrcharge shall
be rem tted nonthly, no later than 30 days after the end of th
nmonth in V\thhthey are coll ected. This is Sothat t he |ndu3try
sends the noney to the Public Service Commission so that we g
basically pay for the relay system And t hen we al so add
| anguage that specifies the dual-party relay systemshall assure
prompt and accurate relay of all messages seven days a week,

24 hours a day, including holidays. [It's basically a change of
the date and clarifying |anguage with regard to t{he intent of
the bill. | would urge the amendment's adoption.

PRESI DENT: Any further discussion? |f not, the question is the
adoption of the Hall amendment. Al| those in favor vote aye,
opposed nay. Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: 27 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on the adoption of
Senator Hall's anmendnent.

PRESIDENT: The second Hall amendnent is adopted. No e' re
ready for the advancenent, Senator Hall. P W
SENATOR HALL: Mr. President, I'd be move that LB 240 pe
advancedto E 6 R for engrossing.

PRESIDENT: You've heard the notion. Al'l in favor say aye.
Opposed nay. It is advanced. W' |l nove on to LB 486.
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appreciate very much Senator Hall's willingness to allow us to
have this discussion with his bill, and | would urge you to
support it

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The Chair recognizes the member
fromthe 7th District, Senator Hall.

SENATOR HALL: Thank g Pr esi dent ,menbers. | rise in
support of the nmotion to r|ng back LB 240, the bill that we
anended the' provisions of LB 129 into a week ago.

recall, it deals with the relay systemfor the hearlng |npa|r¥8

| appreciate Senator Baack, Senator Wthem s motlon that they
bring to us, the formerLB 719 | think it is. do, though

want to point out to the body that with the return of t He

the adoption of the amendment into 240, | do have a couple of
amendnents that | will ask very briefly. They are, | think,

real c'.. and dried anendments to follow. I' ve talked to at

least Senator Baack, pecause Senator Wthem was not here
yesterda%/ about those amendments, and | don't think they will
take nuch time But pl ease know that | will follow the adoption
of this amendment with two amendnments that deal with the
adoption of 719 into 240. But | would urge the body to return
the bill for purposes of amending it. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Hartnett, would you care
to discuss the notion to return the bill" ?

SENATOR HARTNETT: M . President, penbers of the body, 1'd like
to ask Senator Wthem or Senator Baack a question and”so  fqyth

because | think Senator Wthemis correct, isthat in Sarpy
County we already have this system | think we have in Sar py
County we have two systens. (Laugh.) Wth this anendnent and
so forth, | haven't studied it but, Senator Wthem would this
jus limt to only one systemwlthl n a county? Or maybe Senator

aack, | guess that' . because right now we have two ongoi ng

systems in Sarpy COUﬂty Would it just limitit to gne system
per county is my question?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senat or Wthem would you respond.

SENATOR W THEM: Yes. I don't Dbelieve it does, Senator
Hartnett I m ght frankly, given t he size of our County |
think it's kind of silly that we have two different systens,

that the people ought to be able to comunicate and create

But | believe what this does is it gives the governing body,
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